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N
o one likes to think about an
emergency that could disrupt
their daily lives, or worse, harm

them or their loved ones. Advance
planning and training can be the
difference between tragedy and survival.
September is National Preparedness
Month and the time of the year when
families and government should take a
few simple measures to prepare for an
emergency. Although September brings
emergency preparedness to the
forefront, the City prepares year-round
for all types of emergencies. We do this
on a cross-departmental level, through
education, training and careful planning. 

We also prepare through real-life
practice. During last August’s back-to-
back storms, which caused downed trees
and power lines, the City was quick to
respond. Dispatch, Police and Fire
handled storm-related emergencies.
Public Works set up flashers and caution
tape on streets with downed power
lines, cleared blocked roads and picked
up debris. Other City departments
collaborated to answer resident
questions and disseminate information.
Because the City was prepared, in a
relatively short period of time things
returned to normal. 

When the I-35W bridge collapsed,
Bloomington’s Fire and Police
Departments were among the first
responders to the scene. Twelve police
officers and two supervisors were in
charge of command post security for the
first 72 hours. Bloomington Fire Chief
Ulie Seal, one of the leaders of Minnesota
Task Force 1, an urban search and rescue
team, was a major contributor to the
rescue and recovery effort.   

More recently, our neighbors to the
south experienced a disaster of their

own. Excessive rain caused massive
flooding in downtown Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. When the Minnesota Department
of Homeland Security requested our
help, one commander, two sergeants and
eight officers from Bloomington were
deployed to Cedar Rapids. This group
functioned as a complete, self-contained,
mobile unit and as such, was ready to
work at a moment’s notice. 

Although we can’t possibly plan for
every natural or man-made disaster,
should one occur, we have a protocol to
follow. 

As important as emergency
planning is for a large city, it is equally
important to create a plan of action in
our own homes.   

A report completed post-Hurricane
Katrina by the Council for Excellence in
Government and the American Red Cross
indicates the majority of people affected
by Hurricane Katrina admitted that one
reason they chose not to be more
prepared was because they didn’t believe
that a disaster could happen to them. 

Many people have no plan for how
to communicate with family members
during an emergency. Follow these tips
to ensure that your family is prepared:
• Start a conversation. Discuss with
your family what to do in various types
of emergencies. 
• Purchase or make your own
emergency kit. Be sure to include water,
non-perishable food, clothing, sturdy
footwear, medications, a first aid kit,
battery-operated radio, a flashlight with
extra batteries and hygiene items.  
• Make an emergency plan. Identify
two places to meet, one outside of your
home and another outside of your
neighborhood. Discuss an evacuation
procedure and develop a plan for
children, older adults and other family
members who need special care.  
• Stay informed. Listen to the radio or
television news for current information
and instructions.  

For more information, visit
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keyword:
Emergency or www.codeready.org. 

Being prepared takes practice

City stays up-to-date on emergency preparedness 

By Mayor Gene Winstead

With your safety in mind
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The City of Bloomington complies with all applicable
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and does not
discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or
access to, or treatment or employment in, its services,
programs, or activities. Upon request, accommodation
will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to
participate in all City of Bloomington services, programs,
and activities. The City has designated coordinators to
facilitate compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), and to coordinate
compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 as mandated by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development regulations. For more information,
contact the Human Services Division, City of
Bloomington, 1800 West Old Shakopee Road,
Bloomington, MN 55431-3027; (952)563-8733 (Voice);
952-563-8740 (TTY).

Upon request, this information can be available in
Braille, large print, audio tape and/or electronic format.

T
he Republican National Convention is coming
to the Twin Cities, September 1 - 4. It is estimated

that convention attendees, media and others will
occupy 20,000 hotel rooms per night during their visit.
As Bloomington has more hotel rooms than downtown
Minneapolis and St. Paul combined, it’s likely that
almost 30 percent of the convention hotel room
attendees will book a room in Bloomington. 

To prepare for this influx of visitors, the City is
working with federal agencies and local leaders in 
St. Paul and Minneapolis to ensure a safe and organized
event. Many facets of the City will be involved in the
convention, including Inspections, Licensing, Police,
Fire and Emergency Medical Response. Bloomington, in
conjunction with Public Safety agencies throughout
the metro area, will be responsible for providing public
safety and crowd control preceding and during the
convention, with the St. Paul Police as the lead agency.  

Republican National Convention

Planning and preparation underway 

Carbon monoxide

detectors

Law makes homes safer

A
new law was recently passed,
requiring carbon monoxide

alarms to be installed in all
single-family homes and
multifamily apartment units. Each
single-family and multifamily
dwelling unit must be provided
with an approved and operational
carbon monoxide alarm.  

The effective date for carbon
monoxide alarms in existing
single-family homes was August 1,
2008. For all multifamily or
apartment dwellings, August 1,
2009, is the effective date.

Carbon monoxide alarms are
required within 10 feet of each room
used for sleeping purposes. 

For more information, contact
Fire Prevention at 952-563-8933 or
visit the State Fire Marshal’s Web
site at www.fire.state.mn.us.  

Bloomington Police Officers in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Left to right: Mike Gallagher, Matt
Heinzmann, Tom McCullough, Aaron Paul, Sergeant Jeff Giles. In front: Josh Siefert.
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